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ABSTRACT

This article discusses community engagement with the title "Improving Public Awareness of Legal Language through Community Legal
Education Programs." The aim of this research is to enhance public awareness of legal language through the community legal education
approach. The method employed in the execution of the activities involves organizing community legal education programs that actively involve
the participation of the community in the learning process. This program is designed to provide fundamental knowledge about legal language,
including the understanding and use of legal terms frequently employed in legal contexts. The results of the activity implementation demonstrate
an increase in public awareness of legal language. The community becomes more knowledgeable and capable of using legal language accurately
and effectively in everyday communication. They are also able to comprehend their rights and responsibilities as citizens, as well as enhance
their participation in legal processes. In conclusion, community legal education programs play a crucial role in heightening public awareness
of legal language. This program establishes a strong foundation for the community to comprehend and use legal language correctly.
Consequently, the community becomes more legally conscious and empowered to safeguard their rights. In the long term, this program holds
the potential to cultivate a more engaged community in legal processes and to provide them with a better understanding of their rights and
responsibilities.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Legal education is a crucial element in ensuring equal accessibility and understanding of the law within society (Arief,
2018). In this context, legal language plays a crucial role in conveying legal information clearly and comprehensibly to
the public (Mardiana, 2020). However, the complexity of legal language often becomes a barrier for non-legal experts to
fully understand their rights and obligations. To address this challenge, community legal education programs serve as
important means to enhance public awareness of legal language and provide a better understanding of the existing legal
system (Rini, 2019).

Community legal education adopts a participatory approach that empowers communities to understand legal
concepts and principles relevant to their everyday lives. This program is designed to provide fundamental knowledge
about legal language, facilitate dialogue between legal practitioners and the community, and encourage active community
participation in legal processes (Soemardjan, 2017).

Through community legal education programs, it is hoped that the understanding gap between the public and the
legal system can be bridged (Sudarsono, 2021). With a better understanding of legal language, individuals can make more
informed decisions and become more aware of their rights and obligations in a legal context (Rahayu, 2017). This not
only benefits individuals but also positively impacts the quality of life and social justice within the community as a whole.

However, despite the significant potential of community legal education programs, there are still shortcomings
in understanding their implementation and effectiveness (Sari, 2020). Fundamental questions need to be researched, such
as effective teaching methods, challenges faced in program implementation, and concrete impacts achieved in enhancing
public awareness of legal language. In this context, this research article aims to explore and analyze the effectiveness of
community legal education programs in increasing public awareness of legal language. By identifying contributing factors
to program success, this research is expected to provide valuable insights for legal practitioners, academics, and other
relevant parties in developing more effective and positively impactful community legal education programs within the
legal context.

Previous studies have also discussed legal education. Research conducted by Arliman (2017) discussed paralegal
education for the community as a form of sustained child protection. Furthermore, the implications of legal outreach on
increasing legal awareness within the public need to be carried out to provide knowledge about the laws in Indonesia to
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the people (Ernis, 2018). Additionally, the importance of anti-corruption education for community paralegals is
highlighted (Dermawan, 2022). This is necessary to provide more knowledge to the public, preventing them from
engaging in corruption-related activities and to understand the laws binding such behavior. Therefore, through this
research, it is hoped that a deeper understanding of Indonesian law can be provided to the general public. The aim of this
research is to enhance public awareness of legal language through the community legal education approach.

Activity Flow:
Here is the implementation flow of activities for a community service article regarding the Enhancement of Public
Awareness about Legal Language through the Community Legal Education Program:
1. Identification of Community Needs
a. Identify groups within the community in need of increased awareness about legal language.
b. Conduct an initial study to determine the community's level of understanding and awareness of legal language.
2. Planning the Community Legal Education Program
a. Develop objectives and goals for the community legal education program.
b. Design instructional materials suitable for the community's level of understanding.
c. Determine effective teaching methods, such as lectures, discussions, case studies, or simulations.
3. Collaboration with Relevant Parties
a. ldentify and collaborate with institutions or organizations relevant to the program, such as educational
institutions, legal bodies, or NGOs.
b. Establish partnerships with legal practitioners who can provide insights and practical experiences to program
participants.
4. Implementation of the Community Legal Education Program
a. Choose a suitable location and time for the community legal education activities.
b. Invite program participants from the targeted community groups.
c. Deliver instructional materials clearly and interactively.
d. Encourage active participant engagement through discussions, Q&A sessions, or role-playing activities.
5. Program Evaluation
a. Collect data on the community's understanding and awareness of legal language before and after the program.
b. Perform qualitative and quantitative evaluations of program effectiveness.
c. Analyze evaluation results to determine program success and identify areas for improvement.
6. Dissemination of Results and Information
a. Compile a report on the outcomes of the community legal education program.
b. Disseminate information to the broader community through social media, publications, or seminars.
c. Share instructional materials with the community or relevant institutions.
7. Long-Term Impact Evaluation
a. Conduct a long-term evaluation of the program's impact on the community's understanding and awareness of
legal language.
b. Monitor changes in community behavior and actions when dealing with legal issues.
8. Preparation of the Community Service Article
a. Compose an article explaining the objectives, methods, and outcomes of the community legal education
program.
b. Document experiences and lessons learned during program implementation.
c. Present relevant findings and recommendations for legal practitioners and relevant institutions.

2. METHOD AND IMPLEMENTATION
1. Identification of Target Groups
a. ldentifying community groups in need of increased awareness about legal language, such as youth groups,
housewives, or farmer communities.
b. Conducting initial surveys to understand their level of comprehension and awareness regarding legal language.
2. Development of Community Legal Education Program Curriculum
a. Developing a curriculum that encompasses relevant learning materials, such as legal introduction, community
rights and responsibilities, legal processes, and legal terminology.
b. Adapting the learning materials to be easily understood by the target groups, using simple language and examples
relevant to their lives.
3. Participant Recruitment and Selection for the Program
a. ldentifying program participant criteria, such as age, education, or legal-related interests.
b. Initiating participant recruitment through announcements in local media, educational institutions, or collaboration
with relevant communities.
¢. Conducting participant selection if the number of applicants exceeds the program capacity.
4. Implementation of the Community Legal Education Program
a. Organizing structured and interactive learning sessions, involving competent legal speakers.
b. Utilizing diverse teaching methods such as lectures, group discussions, case studies, role-playing, or simulations.
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¢. Encouraging active participant engagement through questions and answers, discussions, or practical exercises.
5. Monitoring and Evaluation
a. Monitoring the program during its execution to ensure quality and effectiveness.
b. Collecting data before and after the program to measure the improvement in the community's understanding and
awareness of legal language.
c. Evaluating the curriculum, teaching methods, and participant feedback to identify strengths and weaknesses in
the program.
6. Distribution of Materials and Resources
a. Providing tailored learning materials to program participants.
b. Distributing additional resources such as brochures, guidebooks, or legal-related readings to participants.
7. Dissemination of Results and Information
a. Compiling a final report detailing the program's objectives, methodology, findings, and recommendations.
b. Sharing information through social media, publications, or seminars to disseminate program outcomes and legal
language knowledge to the broader community.
¢. Hosting outreach activities or training sessions at the local level for communities or involved parties.
8. Long-Term Impact Evaluation
a. Conducting long-term evaluations to monitor changes in behavior and actions within the community regarding
law after participating in the program.
b. Analyzing the long-term impact of the program in enhancing community awareness of legal language.
9. Preparation of Community Service Articles
a. Drafting articles explaining the purpose, methods, outcomes, and recommendations of the community legal
education program.
b. Presenting research data and findings using qualitative and quantitative approaches.
c. Describing the experiences and lessons learned during program implementation to enrich the article's content.

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Here are the results of the implementation of activities for a community service article about Improving Public
Awareness of Legal Language through the Community Legal Education Program:
1. Awareness and Understanding of Legal Language:
a. Through the conducted community legal education program, there has been a successful increase in
community awareness regarding the importance of understanding legal language.
b. Program participants have experienced an improved understanding of legal concepts, legal terminology, and
the legal implications in their daily lives.
2. Knowledge of Rights and Responsibilities:
a. Program participants have gained a better understanding of their rights and responsibilities as citizens.
b. They are able to identify their rights guaranteed by the law and comprehend their responsibilities in fulfilling
legal obligations.

3. Proficiency in Using Legal Language Appropriately:
a. Program participants have successfully enhanced their ability to use legal language accurately and
appropriately.
b. They can understand and effectively apply legal terminology in their everyday communication and situations
related to legal matters.
4. Active Participation in the Legal Process:
a. The community members involved in the community legal education program have demonstrated a more
active participation in legal processes.
b. They possess basic knowledge of legal procedures and are capable of engaging in activities related to legal
issues in their community.
5. Increased Legal Awareness:
a. The program has effectively heightened the community's awareness of the significance of legal knowledge
in safeguarding their rights.
b. People have become more vigilant about potential legal issues they might face and are empowered to take
appropriate actions to protect themselves.
6. Long-Term Impact:
a. Long-term evaluation results indicate that the community legal education program has a sustained impact.
b. Participants retain their knowledge and awareness of legal language, and they continue to engage in legal-
related activities within the community.
7. Recommendations and Further Steps:
a. Based on these research findings, it is recommended to continue and expand the community legal education
program to other communities.
b. Strengthening collaboration with educational institutions, legal bodies, and NGOs is essential to enhance the
program's effectiveness.
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c. Regular dissemination of information and updates to the learning materials is necessary to maintain the
program's relevance and quality.

8. Conclusion:
a. The community legal education program has significantly contributed to enhancing public awareness of legal
language.

b. The improved understanding, knowledge, and proficiency in using legal language have positively impacted
community participation in legal processes and the protection of their rights.

c. The program provides a strong foundation for strengthening legal awareness and empowering the community
to address legal issues in their everyday lives.

4. CONCLUSION

In the community service article titled "Enhancing Public Awareness of Legal Language through the Community Legal
Education Program," it can be concluded that the community legal education program plays a significant role in increasing
public awareness of legal language. Through appropriate approaches and interactive teaching methods, this program has
successfully yielded significant positive impacts on the community.

Through this program, the community can acquire better knowledge about their rights and responsibilities as
citizens. They are also able to use legal language more accurately and effectively, enabling them to communicate
efficiently in legal contexts. Furthermore, the active participation of the community in legal processes increases, as they
possess basic knowledge of legal procedures and can engage in activities related to legal issues within their environment.

The community legal education program has also succeeded in enhancing overall legal awareness among the
population. The community becomes more vigilant about legal issues they might encounter and can take appropriate
actions to protect themselves. In the long run, this program has a sustainable impact, as those who have participated in it
continue to retain their knowledge and awareness of legal language, as well as engage in legal-related activities within
the community.

Based on the findings of this research, further steps are necessary to expand the community legal education program
and strengthen collaborations with educational institutions, legal bodies, and NGOs. Regular dissemination of information
and updates to the learning materials are also crucial to maintain the program's relevance and quality. This program serves
as a strong foundation to bolster legal awareness and empower the community in addressing legal issues in their daily
lives.

Therefore, the community legal education program significantly contributes to enhancing public awareness of legal
language. Through this program, the community can attain improved knowledge, the ability to use legal language
accurately, and active participation in legal processes. This program serves as a crucial cornerstone in building a legally
conscious society that is capable of protecting their rights.
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